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Dear Friends: 
 
Just to let you know up front, this article is much longer than what I would usually write for the 
monthly Revelations.  The reason is I’m sharing important information about the recent ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly held in Milwaukee August 5-10.  I hope you will take the extra time to read 
the complete article. 
 
After re-electing the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton as our presiding bishop the Assembly spent the majority 
of its time honing in on current social justice concerns. For the purposes of this article I’ve chosen 
to write about the three that resonated most with me.   
 
The presiding bishop and other denominational leaders delivered a “Declaration of the ELCA to 
People of African Descent.”  That declaration included a confession of the church’s complicity in 
slavery. It named racism as a sin, acknowledged the institutional racism that continues within the 
denomination and vowed to repent and work for racial justice.  In his acceptance of the apology, 
president of the African Descent Lutheran Association the Rev. Lamont Wells said, in part: 
 
“Throughout history, people have been hurt by this very particular sin of racism.  Therefore, we, the 
people of African Descent of the ELCA, can receive this apology as a divine mark of repentance 
that serves as a catalyst for change.  We cannot receive this apology simply as a cheap 
indulgence to clear the conscience of our oppressors.  If this assembly and Church could only be 
sensitive enough to understand that receiving this apology without the ELCA’s intentional and 
equitable change in our practices could make this beautiful sentiment null and void.” 
 
It would not be the only time at the Assembly that someone spoke in such bold and unfettered 
language to hold the Church accountable for its actions. 
 
The ELCA became the first denomination in North America to declare itself a sanctuary church 
body.  In doing so, the ELCA committed itself to serving and supporting migrant children and 
families in communities across the country.  The declaration pledges that in addition to providing 
shelter for undocumented immigrants, the ELCA could also respond to raids, deportations and the 
"criminalization" of immigrants and refugees; fight individual cases of deportation, press for the end 
of mass detentions and lift up immigrants' voices and; take "prophetic action" to extend "radical 
hospitality" to immigrants and immigrant communities. 
 
The same day more than 700 assembly participants marched to the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) building in Milwaukee for a prayer vigil.  Some carried signs that said “Putting 
the Protest Back in Protestant.”  In a statement to the Religious News Service Bishop Eaton said,  
“When children are put in cages; when death-row inmates get soap and toothpaste, but these 
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people who are detained do not; when the government is making it more and more difficult to 
honor the Geneva Conventions, which allow people to seek asylum; and then just two months ago, 
one of our own was deported … we felt we can’t be silent.”  
Later in the week the Assembly celebrated the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women.  It was 
also the 40th anniversary of the ordination of the first black woman in the Lutheran Church, and the 
10th anniversary of ordaining members of the LGBTQ+ community.  The Rev. Tiffany Cheney 
preached a powerful sermon based on the story of the woman who came to the home of Simon the 
leper to anoint Jesus with costly ointment.  She used this woman as an example of radical 
discipleship, asking how many of us would go to places that were culturally taboo because we 
wanted to lavish our love upon the Jesus who first loved us. 
 
Pastor Cheney also used the occasion to brilliantly point out the challenges women in ministry 
continue to face.  She said, “I wonder how many times women have given their best for the sake of 
the gospel, and before you made it out of the door you are greeted with criticism of your ministry by 
people who refuse to call you by your name.  Your voice is too high pitched, your lipstick’s too red, 
your heels are too high, your pregnancy poorly timed, your leadership style is too strong, your 
directness deemed difficult, you just don’t look like a pastor, you don’t look like a bishop.”   
 
Well now.  Between Pastor Cheney’s stunning remarks and Pastor Wells’ remarkable statement, I 
felt compelled to reflect on my own experience in the church.  I have to confess that: 
 

• I have never waited for a call because of my color or gender. 

• While I have been roundly criticized, it has never been solely on the basis of my color or gender. 

• No one has ever told me that I wouldn’t be “a good fit” because of my color or gender. 

• While I have received criticism for sporting an earring, and a few have wished I would wear a 
collar more often, generally speaking I am not told that I don’t look like a pastor. 

• When my children were born no one questioned how it would impact the ability to do my job. 

• My salary has never been an issue because of my color or gender. 

• While my style of leadership has at times been called into question, the reason has never had 
anything to do with my color or gender. 

 
And that, my friends, is called white male privilege and this particular churchwide assembly has 
called me to become more self-aware and more sensitive to women and people of color, especially 
those with whom I have the honor of serving in the name of Christ. 
 
In her sermon at the closing worship Bishop Eaton spoke of what it would mean for assembly 
participants to go home.  Specifically she meant going home to folks in local congregations who 
may not agree with some or all of the actions taken by the Assembly.  She wisely warned that “the 
decisions we made will get us into trouble.”   
 
And sure enough, before the last candle could be extinguished, Fox News had assembled a panel 
berating the ELCA for declaring itself a sanctuary church, accusing the church of participating in 
illegal activity (be assured it most certainly is not!), and belittling us for being a “declining 
denomination.” 
 



So, in the course of a week the ELCA re-established itself as a church that confesses its sin and 
asks for forgiveness; stands with the poor, the outcast, and the immigrant; lifts up women and 
people of color as gifted leaders; always returns to its protest-ant roots; speaks up against violence 
and hatred; acknowledges its interdependence with people of other faith traditions; is constantly 
reminded of its reliance on the grace and mercy of God and; is answering the call to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection in places where we will feel uncomfortable and even 
risk persecution. 
 
While I felt excited and invigorated by the actions of the Assembly, I know not everyone will feel the 
same way.  And that’s okay.  I still firmly believe that the beauty of the ELCA is that it casts a broad 
net and welcomes everyone.  If you’re trying to sort out what happened at the Assembly and what 
it means for you, for our congregation, and for the church, let’s talk about it.  Let’s have some 
conversation about what it means to be Lutheran in a rapidly changing world.  My door is always 
open.   
 
And, thanks for reading to the end. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Chuck 
 

 
The Keyed Up for First Church event is rapidly approaching, Saturday, 
September 28, from 6-10 PM!  It will be a night of drinks, dinner and Dueling 
Pianos, all to benefit First Church. Hopefully, you already have your tickets, but if 
you don’t, they will be available for purchase on Sunday, September 8 before 
the Rally Day service and Sunday, September 15 between services, unless they 
sell out.  Raffle tickets will also be on sale at a cost of $25 per ticket or 3 tickets 
for $65.  (Cash, check or credit card payments will be accepted.) The raffle prizes 
include: a wheelbarrow assortment of fine liquor, a weekend Wine Excursion to 
Geneva and a Cleveland Super-Fan bonanza, including Browns, Indians and Cavs 
tickets! Each prize is valued at about $1000.00! 
This is going to be a GREAT event and we hope to see everyone there! 

 

 



Worship Notes for 

 
 
  
Pentecost 12 
Sunday, September 1 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Eucharist 
    10:30 a.m. ELW Setting 4, Eucharist 
 
 
 
Pentecost 13  Rally Day! 
Sunday, September 8 10:30 a.m. One Blended Service 
 
 
 
Pentecost 14 Return to Program Year Worship Schedule 
Sunday, September 15 8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Eucharist 
    11:00 a.m. ELW Setting 4, Eucharist 
 
 
 
Pentecost 15 
Sunday, September 22 8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
    11:00 a.m. ELW Setting 4 
 
 
 
Pentecost 16 
Sunday, September 29 8:30 a.m Contemporary Worship 
    11:00 a.m. ELW Setting 4 
 

 



 
 

This year’s GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS service project will be held on RALLY DAY, 
SEPTEMBER 8.  All ages are welcome to join in after the worship service (10:30 only this 
day) for a time of service dedicated to KIDS HOPE USA.  A light lunch with a taco bar and 
shave ice will be served before the project begins. 
 
During the month of August we collected school supplies for Whitney and Surrarrer 
Elementary Schools.  While the supplies may be used for any student, Kids Hope is active at 
both schools and certainly our Kids Hope students will benefit from these supplies.  You may 
still bring in school supplies and place them at the display outside the church office. 
 
On Rally Day the supplies will be sorted and packed into boxes for delivery.  Please join us 
for a fun and meaningful experience in service to Christ. 

 
 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS REVS UP IN THE FALL 
 

Get ready for challenging conversation, stimulating ideas, and intriguing perspectives as the 
Adult Sunday School Class will be back in session this fall.   
 
In September we will begin by exploring some of the ELCA Social Statements.  What is the 
church’s role in society?  What does the church have to say about abortion?  Race and 
Ethnicity?  The death penalty?  Copies of the social statements are available FOR FREE at the 
Welcome Center.  Some sessions will be supplemented by pastoral letters written by ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.   
 
The classes will be led by the pastors.  This is a great way to learn about how the church 
intersects with our society and culture.  Join us beginning September 22 in the Fellowship 
Hall 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 



Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, September 8 
Sunday School at 9:45 followed by one Worship Service at 10:30 AM. 

A delicious TACO BAR LUNCH will be provided after church 
 and the KONA Ice Truck will be here for Dessert! 

After lunch, we will continue with our: 
God’s Work Our Hands Service Project 

Join us for this Special Day! 
 

 
 
 
 
First Church will hold our annual Blood Drive on 
Sunday, September 15 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Appointments are encouraged, but not required. 

September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month –Support Kids Fighting Cancer by 
Donating Blood! More than 15,000 kids and teens in the U.S. are diagnosed with cancer 
each year. Many of them will need blood, sometimes daily, while undergoing chemotherapy 
treatment. A sad truth is only 3 out of 100 Americans donate blood each year, but every 
two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. There aren’t enough people donating blood 
to help people in need. And when A, B, O and AB blood types are missing from hospital 
shelves, lives could be changed forever. 

Make a difference today! Commit about an hour of your day to give blood at our next blood 
drive on Sunday, September 15th. To schedule an appointment, sign up at the Welcome 
Center, go to RedCrossBlood.org, enter sponsor code "FirstChurch", or call 1-800-RED-
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  Questions regarding eligibility to donate? Call 1-866-236-3276. 



WOW BOOK CLUB 
The Women’s Book Club will read A Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult as the next selection. 
Please join us for discussion on Friday, September 20 at 7 pm at Panera Bread on Rt. 82 in 
Strongsville. Sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Jen Kowalewski with any 
questions. 

 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
 

Are you interested in joining First Church?  A New Member Class is scheduled for Sunday, 
September 29, 5-8 p.m.  Call or email the church office to register, or speak with one of the 
pastors. 
 

                       
Yoga at First Church – Are you interested in participating in a Yoga Class with Cyndi 
Milluzzi? Chair Yoga will be held on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 5:00 PM and the Thursday Yoga 
Class will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. Classes begin the week of September 9 and go 
through October 20. The cost for the class is $30. Please contact Bonnie Eggers to sign up or 
put your name on the sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center! 
 
 

 
PUB CHURCH TO BEGIN IN OCTOBER 

  

A new and revised version of Pub Church will begin October 1, location still to be 
determined.  Join us for a more relaxed, casual conversation of a current topic, prayer, and 
fellowship.  Pub Church is a great way to meet new friends, join in stimulating conversation, 
and grow closer in Christian community.  Watch the Weekly Revelations for more 
information. 

 



COLORFUL COMMUNICATORS OPEN HOUSE! 
Overcome the fear of public speaking, in a supportive, non-intimidating environment by visiting 
the Colorful Communicators, a local chapter of Toastmasters International. Colorful 
Communicators meets every Tuesday at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall and will be having an 
open house on September 17th at 6:30. All are welcome. 
 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
WITH NEW COVENANT 

 
The 2019-2020 program year will offer many opportunities for the men of First Church and 
the men of New Covenant in East Cleveland to be together for learning, spiritual growth, 
and Christian fellowship.  Please check out the list below and plan to join us.  We are 
seeking to expand this ministry that is dedicated to growing together in the Christian faith 
while dismantling racism one conversation at a time. 
 
October  2  The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage 
6:00 p.m.  Introduction to Themes of the Holocaust 
   Dinner to follow at a local restaurant 
 
February 7-8 Annual Winter Retreat 
   Doubletree Hotel, Independence 
 
March 7  Walk Worthy Men’s Conference 
All day  Parkside Church, Chagrin Falls 
 
July 20-22  Trip to Washington, D.C. 
   National Museum of African American History &     
   Culture, Holocaust Museum, MLK and Lincoln 
   Memorials 
 
The men also meet monthly at 11:30 a.m. for brunch at Cracker Barrel at I-480 and 
Tiedeman Rd.  Please contact Bruce Holderead if you would like to be added to the 
text/email list for brunch. 
 
More detailed information about the events above will be forthcoming. 
Questions?  Contact Pastor Chuck. 

 



By the time you are reading this, our mentors will be in the process of reconnecting with their mentees. The 

theme at Whitney is “Whitney Elementary is Out of This World,” a space theme. The staff has done a fine 

job of decorating the halls and classrooms to reflect this spacy idea. The KIDS HOPE mentoring area has 

also been decorated in keeping with this idea. 

Last month, I discussed the ideas in Emilie DeYoung’s blog on trauma and its effects on kids. In a recent 

webinar, she elaborated further on the topic. She reviewed that trauma affects a child’s mind and how s/he 

responds. She listed the following types of situations which can cause trauma. 

 Physical or sexual abuse                            

 Abandonment 

 Neglect 

 Death/loss of a loved one 

 Witnessing domestic violence 

 An automobile or other serious accident 

 Health situations 

 Community violence 

 Incarceration of relative 

 Natural disasters 

 Acts/threats of terrorism 

 A chronic chaotic environment, especially one in which housing and financial resources are not 

available 

Stress can have an impact on a child’s worldview. He can mistrust adults and others and cannot depend on 

them. He believes the word is unsafe. Bad things happen, and they are usually his fault. He assumes that 

others will not like him. He is fearful and pessimistic about the future. He has feelings of hopelessness and a 

lack of control. 

So if any of our kids is experiencing the effects of trauma, the good news is that RELATIONSHIPS HEAL! 

A healthy relationship with one key caregiver can mitigate the stress a child has experienced, give him 

HOPE, and show him something different. Our mentors do this when they meet weekly with their mentees. 

First of all, they show up every week. They are patient and show consistency by following the routine of the 

mentoring hour. This helps a child return to normalcy and communicates that he is safe, and life can go on. 

They recognize the child’s emotions and acknowledge his feelings. They create an environment in which the 

child can be heard. They give the child choices and set clear, firm behavior expectations.  

Children who experience stress are quite fortunate to have KIDS HOPE mentors and prayer partners. What 

better way to combat the effects of any sort of trauma? Thanks to our mentors and prayer partners and to the 

First Church congregation for supporting this program. 

For the kids, 

Gloria Reichert, Director 

KIDS HOPE USA 



 



Please Join Us… 
“In support of those who serve” 

Fifth Annual Community 
Safety Forces & First Responders 

Prayer Service 

             
 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 
7 p.m. 

St. Joseph Church 
12700 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, Ohio 44136 
 
 
 
  

All are welcome to gather in offering prayerful support and 
appreciation to those who serve our communities.  
Personnel are invited to wear their uniforms and to bring their families.  

A light reception will follow. 



SEPTEMBER   VOLUNTEERS 

Date September 1 September 8 
RALLY DAY! 
One Service 

September 
15 

Fall Schedule 

September 
22 

September 
29 

Acolytes 
Ellen Kolman 
440-846-0947 

Skylar Horn 
Evan Hartman 

Abby McKee Samantha 
Hoffman 
Ella Hoerig 

Melora Fowler Luke Thellman 

Ushers – 9:00 
Maureen 
Shorts 
440-725-0445 
 

Maureen Shorts 
Tom Newbould 
Pam Simpson 
Herb Simpson 

 Al Hoffman 
Shelley Hoffman 
Shelley Fetzer 
Linda Browning 

Dave Chaya 
Renee Chaya 
Bob Strong 
Alli Thellman 

Mary Barnes 
Alice Treiber 
Ron Shorts 
Maureen Shorts 
 

Ushers – 10:30 
11:00 9/15 

Dawn 
Evangelista 

440-572-5327 

June Zakrajsek 
Steve Harris 
Jerry Krueger 
Alfonso Hinojosa 

Jerry Krueger 
Barb Krueger 
Robert Snyder 
Heather Snyder 

Bob Jacob 
Brenda Jacob 
Dennis Beckman 
Jim Gist 

June Zakrajsek 
Jim Zakrajsek 
Reiner Mueller 
Rolf Gaab 

Ron Warzel 
Mary Jane Warzel 
Eddie Forse 
Lori Forse 

Readers 
Barb Krueger 
440-238-9072 

9:00 
Jan Kappus 
 
10:30 
Bob Jacob 

 8:30 
Rae Alexander 
 
11:00 
Eddie Forse 

8:30 
Josie McNamara 
 
11:00 
Alan Evangelista 

8:30 
Gail Landfried 
 
11:00 
Claudia Lenarz 

Communion 
Assistants 9:00 
Barb Krueger 
440-238-9072 

Jan Kappus 
Mary Whitecar 
Chuck Whitecar 
Bonnie Bailey 

 Maureen Shorts 
Don Nielsen 
Connie Nielsen 
Gayle Kovach 
Judy Peach 

  

Communion 
Assistants 

10:30 
Barb Krueger 
440-238-9072 

Bob Jacob 
Cindy Shoens 
Janet Kaiser 
Barb Krueger 

 Eddie Forse 
Lori Forse 
Ben Blake 
Sandy Treudler 
Megan Uline 

  

Nursery 
Bonnie Bailey 
440-572-5044 

Kelly Worsencroft 
Jennifer Paine 

To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced 

Counting Team 
Schedule 

Terri Mosley 
440-785-5177 

Team 4 
Sam Reichert 
Rolf Gaab 
Jackie 
Wojciehowski 

Team 5 
Terri Mosley 
Heather Snyder 
Bob Snyder 
Bob Jacob 

Team 6 
Wade Zwingler 
Mary Whitecar 
Pat Sauernheimer 
Daphne Leon 

Team 1 
Jim Gist 
Sheri Gist 
Gary Walters 
Mary Walters 
Dick Kiplinger 

Team 2 
Reiner Mueller 
Shelley Hoffman 
Al Hoffman 
Pierre David 

Altar Guild 
Beth David 

440-238-1281 

To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced 

Communion 
Bread 

Maryann 
Tower 

440-238-0176 

 
Bonnie Bailey 

  
June Zakrajsek 

  

 



  September  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
9:00 Contemporary 
Worship/Eucharist 

 

10:30 Traditional 
Woship/Eucharist 

2  
 

 

 

 

7:00 AA 

3  
 

6:00 Crossroad 

        Stitchers 

7:00 Toastmaster’s 

7:30 Al-Anon 

4  
Pastor Kathy Returns to 
office from Vacation 

 

6:30 Trunk or Treat 

       Meeting 

5  
 

6:30 Stewardship 

        Team 

7:00 Sunday School 

      Orientation 

6  
10:00 Prayer and Care 

          Group 

7  
 

8  
RALLY DAY 

One Worship Service 

God’s Work Our Hands 
Service Project following 
worship 

9:45 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship Service 

9  
 

 

 

7:00 AA 

10  
 

 

7:00 Cabinet Meeting 

7:00 Toastmaster’s 

7:30 Al-Anon 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
9:30 Strongsville Food 

         Bank 

15  
Fall Schedule 
Resumes 

8:30 Contemporary 
Worship/Eucharist 

9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional 
Worship/Eucharist 

8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Blood Drive 

12:00 Bell Choir 

16  
 

 

6:00 Confirmation and 

        Bible Bonanza 

       Orientation 

7:00 AA 

17  
6:30 Colorful  

        Communicators 

        Open House 

7:00 Toastmaster’s 

7:00 Safety Forces 

       Prayer Service at 

       St. Joseph Church 

7:30 Al-Anon 

18  
 

10:00 Lydia Circle 

19  
 

 

 

 

6:30 Stewardship 

      Team 

20  
 

7:00 WOW Book Club 

         at Panera Bread 

21  
12:00 – 10:00 PM 

Lutheran Oktoberfest 

at the Metroparks 

 

22  
8:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

9:45 Sunday School 

Adult Class begins 

11:00 Traditional 
Worship 

12:00 Bell Choir 

6:00 Contemporary 

    Worship Team 

23  
 

 

 

6:30 Council Meeting 

7:00 AA 

24  
 

 

7:00 Toastmaster’s 

7:30 Al-Anon 

 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Mission Opportunity at 
New Covenant 

 

6:00- 10:00 PM 

Keyed Up for 

First Church 

At the Rec Center 

29  
8:30 Contemporary 
Worship 

9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional 
Worship 

12:00 Bell Choir 

5:00-8:00 PM 

New Member Class 

30  
7:00 Bible Bonanza 

        Begins 

 

7:00 AA 

 

 

 Pastor Charles Knerem    Pastor Kathleen Kluck 
 
    

First Evangelical Lutheran Church  Email – firstchurchalive@hotmail.com 

19419 Royalton Road    440-238-7890 
Strongsville, OH  44149-4995   Office Hours – M-F (9:00 am to 2:00 pm) 
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Five reasons why you should Give Blood! 
 

1. To help save lives. 
Your donation can help save up to three lives. A small sacrifice of your 
time makes a true difference for a child needing a transfusion to help 
them through their cancer journey, or a young woman after a car 
accident, or the many others facing life-threatening situations. 

2. In honor of a loved one. 
Perhaps a friend or family member received units of blood during an 
illness, providing healing or extra time to make more memories. 

3. To give back or pay it forward. 
Perhaps you have or will need blood in the future for your own 
healing. 

4. To continually replenish inventory. 
Did you know that most blood products last only 42 days, with some 
lasting as few as five days? That’s why blood centers aren’t able to 
accumulate vast reserves of donations. 

5. For a fully gratifying feeling. 
People feel a great sense of fulfillment in helping others by giving 
blood, and often are repeat donors. A healthy person can give blood 
every eight weeks. 

  
 


