
 

 

 
 
“Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!”  (Psalm 25:7) 
 
I did a lot of stupid things when I was younger.  Among them was wrecking my father’s 
brand new car while driving in a snowstorm.  He had allowed me to take it to an event 
at Lutheran Memorial Camp in the late fall.  I can’t remember the exact year but I was 
in college.  The weather was just fine when I left, but in Northeast Ohio things can 
change in a short period of time, which they did on this particular occasion.  On the 
way home the snow came fast and furious and the highway quickly became 
treacherous.  A car pulled into my lane and, as I tapped the brakes while traveling at a 
speed much too fast for the road conditions, my dad’s new car went into a spin and 
ended up in the median.  Fortunately, nobody was injured and my dad’s car suffered 
relatively minor damage, but I figured I was going to be in a heap of trouble when I got 
home. 
 
Much to my surprise, the father I knew to often be strict and unforgiving, wrapped his 
arms around me and told me it was going to be okay.  I didn’t deserve forgiveness 
because I had been reckless.  But my dad was just thankful that no one had been hurt.  
The car, he said, could be fixed.  It was a rare expression of grace and mercy; one I 
am thankful for even to this day, and have tried to remember whenever I need to 
reconcile with someone who has sinned against me. 
 
My guess is that many of you who are reading this also have memories of things you 
did in your youth that you wish you could take back.  I hope you also experienced the 
grace of a forgiving parent. 
 
Whether you did or you didn’t, it’s good to keep in mind our focus verse for the day.  
God pardons the sins of our youth, not because we deserve it but because of God’s 
steadfast love and for the sake of God’s goodness.  The psalmist reminds us that even 
the things from our past that we have trouble letting go of are absolved by a loving and 
merciful God.  Whether a sin of yesterday or a transgression of yesteryear, God has 
already forgiven it.   
 
Maybe it’s time we forgive ourselves, too, and move on. 
 
Pastor Chuck 
 
Let us pray.  Lord God, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   


